MINUTES OF HARRISVILLE CITY
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, October 14, 2014 – 7:00p.m.
Council Chambers
363 West Independence Blvd
Harrisville, Utah 84404
Present:

Mayor Bruce Richins, Council Member Jennifer Morrell, Council Member Jeff
Pearce, Council Member Grover Wilhelmsen, Council Member Michelle Tait.
[Council Member Jennifer Jensen excused.]

Staff:

Bill Morris, City Administrator, Keith Wheelwright, Police Lieutenant, Shanna
Edwards, City Historian, Jennie Knight, City Recorder.

Visitors:

Ruth Pearce, Mike Murtha, Heidi Mead, Robby Hales, Nick Colvin, Megan
Kopinski, Jordan Lochhead.

5:00 P.M.

Central Weber Sewer District Tour – City Council took a tour of the Central
Weber Sewer District Treatment Plant. [2618 W. Pioneer Road,
Marriott/Slaterville City]

7:00 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Presiding: Mayor Bruce Richins
Mayor Pro Tem: Jennifer Morrell
1. Call to Order.
Mayor Richins called the meeting to order and welcomed all visitors. He excused Council
Member Jensen.
2. Opening Ceremony.
Council Member Wilhelmsen led the pledge of allegiance and opening ceremony.
3. Consent Items.
a. Approve the minutes of September 9, 2014 as presented.
Council Member Tait pointed out a misspelling of DaVinci.
MOTION: Council Member Pearce motioned to approve the minutes of September 9, 2014
as amended. Council Member Morrell seconded the motion. All Council Members voted
aye. Motion passed.
4. Business Items.
a. Mayor appointment to Planning Commission.
Mayor introduced Council to Michael Murtha who is the appointee to fill the vacancy for the
Planning Commission alternate. Mayor Richins said he met Mr. Murtha last year while
campaigning. Mr. Murtha introduced himself to Council. He and his wife have been residents of
Harrisville for a little over a year. They relocated from Pleasant because of downsizing. He feels
Harrisville is his kind of speed.
His wife retired after 20 years of military service in 2006 and he retired in 2009 as a Chief
Master Sergeant in the Air Force. He admitted he was surprised when the Mayor approached
him to serve on Planning Commission but feels he is well suited for this position. He asked if
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Council had any questions for him. Council Member Tait asked why he is interested in serving.
Mr. Murtha explained his background while serving in the military. He has experience with
building small cities from the ground up using long term planning solutions.
MOTION: Council Member Morrell motioned to grant the advice and consent to the
appointment of Michael Murtha to fill the Planning Commission position ending
December 2017. Council Member Tait seconded the motion. All Council Members voted
aye. Motion passed.
b. Discussion/possible action on participating in the Utah Division of State History
Certified Local Government (CLG) Program.
Shanna Edwards gave a brief presentation on the benefits of becoming a certified local
government. There are grant funds available to participants and as a certified local government
there is a good chance of obtaining these funds. The state historic preservation committee will
also keep us apprised of any changes. She said the first step has been completed with the
passing of Ordinance 420 Historical Preservation. There would now be an appointment and
committee to address the needs of historical preservation. There is a recommendation to have
some professionals that are trained in planning and architectural design in our area sit on this
committee. These requirements can be waived and the committee can be comprised of
interested persons. We would need to draw up an agreement signed by the Mayor. There is the
option to withdraw anytime from the program.
Shanna Edwards suggested making a list of historic homes; many are in a concentrated area.
Some of this has already been done. She would like to have some help to determine the style
the homes and include them in a historic study. The city match may be made with volunteer
hours rather than in kind money from the city. The city already has a pamphlet on historic sites
and we could have one on the historic homes as well. The city could then provide information to
homeowners on how to apply for historic preservation funds that may be available; helping them
learn more on how to preserve their property. The owner of the property must submit a written
statement wanting to participate.
Years ago the city was met with concerns defining a historic district with a landmark
designation. She would like to get a grant for signage to recognize the old road as historic.
There are a number of homes on North Harrisville Road that are over 100 years old. She asked
Council if they have any more ideas.
Council Member Morrell expressed her consent with the city’s participation. She feels there is
nothing to lose and there is an immediate gain. She said we already have the walking tour
available and she likes the idea of encouraging residents to get their homes on the national
registry. Sometimes this encourages neighbor participation.
Council Member Tait said she liked the idea of having a historic district; there were just
concerns with the residents having to comply with certain standards when upgrading and
remodeling. This will clarify the restrictions so people know what they are getting into. She does
not see a downside to this.
Bill Morris said one consideration is to adopt this as an element of the general plan with a name
like “Old Town Harrisville”. Council Member Pearce agreed; maybe having a positive approach
to the idea. Residents would be able to participate through public hearings before adopting this
element with the general plan.
Council Member Tait asked about the matching grants funds. She was concerned this would
commit the city to funds that may not be available. Bill Morris said money would be used to fix
up the houses to their original condition. Shanna Edwards clarified the study and pamphlets can
be included as part of the matching funds.
Mayor and Council agreed to give recommendation for staff to move forward with this item.
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c. Discussion/possible action to approve Harrisville City Resolution 2014-10; a
resolution entering an interlocal agreement between Harrisville City and Weber
Area Dispatch and other agencies for towing dispatch services.
Bill Morris explained this resolution is an interlocal agreement for towing services. He asked if
Council had any questions regarding the agreement. Council Member Tait asked if this is back
dated to March 15, 2014. Bill Morris explained to Council we were under contract until
November of this year and now we will be free to participate with the other cities that have
already entered into this contract back in March. He listed all of the participating cities. Council
Member Morrell asked if there is a financial benefit. Lt. Wheelwright gave a brief history of the
problems that existed under the previous system with wrecker dispatch. The towing services
were paying a lot of fees to participate and police were not receiving good service. Because of
these difficulties at that time we opted to create our own sole source environment. The provider
is now out of business due to medical issues. Ogden City created a rotation list. Inspections are
conducted on a regular basis. Service quality is going up and prices are set and regulated by
the state. If for some reason service quality does not meet our standards, we can remove that
provider from our list. Lt. Wheelwright gave a brief explanation of how the towing dispatch will
work.
Council Member Pearce asked if owner requests will be honored. Lt. Wheelwright responded
yes, these requests will be honored just as they are currently. Council Member Pearce stated an
owner requested call is more affordable rather than going through the dispatch service. Lt.
Wheelwright explained there are circumstances where cars are impounded and the dispatch
service is necessary. If there is an option for an individual to request a service provider, those
requests are honored.
MOTION: Council Member Tait motioned to approve Harrisville City Resolution 2014-10;
a resolution entering an interlocal agreement between Harrisville City and Weber Area
Dispatch and other agencies for towing dispatch services. Council Member Wilhelmsen
seconded the motion. A Roll Call vote was taken.
Council Member Wilhelmsen
Council Member Tait
Council Member Pearce
Council Member Morrell

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Motion passed 4-0.
d. Discussion/possible action to approve Harrisville City Ordinance #468; an
ordinance adopting Chapter 4.42 entitled “Discharge of Firearms”; amending
sections 1.110.030 and 1.110.040 of the Municipal Code relating Disposal of
Property; making technical changes; severability; and providing an effective date.
Bill Morris explained this ordinance will bring us into compliance with state laws that have
changed regarding seized property by police. This also includes regulations regarding the
discharge of a firearm within the city limits. There are situations where firearms are being
discharged and this will bring people into compliance.
Bill Morris fixed a clerical error in the long title of the ordinance. He explained the ordinance will
govern what people are doing anyway. Section 2 will cite the state code regulations for distance
requirements; no shooting within 600 ft of a house or structure. He further explained by citing
the state code any amendments or changes are automatically adopted without us having to
amend our ordinance. Lt. Wheelwright said there are areas off North Harrisville Road that meet
the allowance for shooting. Air propelled projectiles are allowed. The park resolution bans the
use of these items in the parks but for the purposes of this ordinance these are not considered
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guns. Sections of the state law that have been repealed are now stricken from this ordinance.
As per the state law, the police chief can dispose of property.
MOTION: Council Member Pearce motioned to approve Harrisville City Ordinance #468;
and ordinance adopting Chapter 4. 42 entitled “Discharge of Firearms”; amending
sections 1.110.030 and 1.110.040 of the Municipal Code relating to Disposal of Property;
making technical changes; severability; and providing an effective date as amended.
Council Member Morrell seconded the motion. A Roll Call vote was taken.
Council Member Wilhelmsen
Council Member Tait
Council Member Pearce
Council Member Morrell

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Motion passed 4-0.
e. Harrisville Heritage Days 2015 Discussion
Mayor Richins explained the main reason for this discussion is to set the date for the 2015
celebration. Council Member Pearce suggested moving the date away from Roy Days. Council
Member Tait suggested the first part of June. Council Member Wilhelmsen said the August date
also proposes difficulty committing volunteer help. Council Member Morrell said many who
signed up for the parade opted to not participate after the 24th of July. Instead they disbanded
their floats after that celebration. Council Member Pearce said there were a number of vendors
that didn’t come as well. Bill Morris suggested the 4th of July. Mayor and Council discussed how
Plain City, Farr West, and Marriott-Slaterville all have celebrations that day. Bill Morris pointed
out these cities are looking to draw their own residents for participation. Jennie Knight will check
on the fireworks since they usually book early.
Council Member Tait asked the students in the audience for feedback. They received mixed
reviews from the youth in attendance. Mayor Richins said he didn’t feel we should compete with
other local cities. Council Member Tait said if the intent is to involve your own residents. Mayor
Richins pointed out it may be difficult to get vendors. Council Member Morrell suggested using
more public outreach to fill vendor booths. Council Member Pearce said food vendors need
commitments early.
Mayor Richins suggested postponing a final decision until Council Member Jensen can attend.
Council Member Wilhelmsen brought up some of the challenges in the past. Council Member
Tait expressed her feeling that the celebration falls too late in the year. Mayor and Council
discussed other possible solutions to the down time throughout the day. Council Member
Wilhelmsen acknowledged the efforts of Pat Young who tried to commit all of the vendors who
attended. Mayor and Council took another look on the full day program.
Council Member Tait pointed out Plain City celebrates Founder’s Day in March. She suggested
moving Heritage Days to April where there are no competing celebrations. Ruth Pearce
suggested the old country fair style activities; dart throw, three legged race, and simple
activities. Mayor and Council agreed this type of celebration doesn’t have to be all day. They
discussed the possibility of having a dutch oven dinner similar to the salmon bake Pleasant
View City has. They agreed to continue this discussion at the next regularly scheduled Council
meeting in two weeks.
5. Annual Training.
a. Unlawful Discrimination.
b. Open and Public Meetings.
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Mayor and Council agreed to postpone this training until January.
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS - (3 minute maximum)
Mayor invited all students in attendance to participate.
Nick Colvin, 1365 N 100 E., suggested targeting activities towards teenager and little kids. His
younger sister expressed Heritage Days is not as fun as it used to be.
Megan Kopinski, 129 W. 1250 N., suggested bringing back the Hypnotizer and the on-stage
activities.
7. Mayor/Council Follow-Up.
a. Upcoming work session on Parks and Recreation.
Mayor Richins explained we will be setting a work session for Parks and Recreation. Bill Morris
said this will be set for the October 28th meeting agenda. He asked if Council prefers to combine
a Heritage Days work session at that time as well. He clarified this will be built into the regular
meeting schedule. Mayor and Council agreed to a work session at the next scheduled meeting.
b. Council Assignment Update.
Mayor Richins assigned Council Member Morrell as the chair of the Economic Development
Committee, with Council Member Pearce as the co-chair. He also released Council Member
Jensen as the co-chair of the Youth City Council due to her chair position with Heritage Days.
Council Member Tait said this will work fine; she has a parent volunteer who is willing to help.
Council Member Pearce said the new charter school should be an asset to the community.
Bill Morris said the first Council Meeting in November falls on Veteran’s Day and will be
canceled.
Council Member Morrell said she received several affordable ideas for having a Council retreat.
She will email this information to Bill Morris.
Council Member Pearce said the tour of Central Weber Sewer District went well.
8. Adjourn.
Mayor Richins motioned to adjourn at 7:56pm.

ATTEST:

___________________________________
BRUCE RICHINS
Mayor

____________________________________
JENNIE KNIGHT
City Recorder
Approved this 28th day of October, 2014
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